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Because of You 
We’re Changing the Game
It’s happening! You are fostering a renewed appreciation for the beauty, adventure, and 
cultural resources that we, as humans, took advantage of in past years. 

As stakeholders, you each play critically important roles in funding research, education,  
and stewardship. 

Because you believe in empowering awareness through knowledge, you’re transforming 
citizens into stewards of their land, breaking the poverty lifecycle for youth, and studying 
urban impact on the Sonoran Desert.

For that, we thank you!



The Trails We Walk Together 
Together with our amazing stewards and generous supporters like you, the McDowell Sonoran 
Conservancy is able to partner with the City of Scottsdale to protect more than 30,580 acres of 
natural wonder and beauty.

Every day, stewards spend time and energy educating visitors on this vast natural area and 
what it offers each of us.

This is not possible without you. Thank you for your unwavering support, dedication and 
commitment to empowering awareness and actualizing global preservation. Your impact will  
be felt for years to come.

Looking Back at 2019 
Your generosity has helped support critical services.

Here is what
you help
us protect

225
Miles of Trails 

950 
Different Types of Desert 
Plants and Animals

30,580
Total Acres of Pristine 
Natural Beauty 

Making a Difference
Your contributions funded several new impactful programs. 

Animal monintoring
More than 575 species of animals call the Preserve home. Our wildlife camera work helps the 
Conservancy monitor these species while engaging stewards and the community in the wonder 
of the Preserve. Each year, the cameras take thousands of photos of wildlife, helping us monitor 
the occurrence of different species and understand population trends so that we can protect 
these important species into perpetuity. The photos also help us educate the community about 
the amazing resources of the Preserve.

Sonoran Discovery Academy: Expedition Days
Expedition Days welcomed more than 1,000 local youth, largely from low income Title I schools, 
many who had never visited the Sonoran Desert before. They participated in 18 hands-on stations 
to gain an understanding and appreciation of the Sonoran Desert environment and how they 
impact the environment around them.

Based on survey results, 95% of youth attendees are more interested in science and nature and 
85% are more interested in a career in science after attending this event.

Brand redevelopment program
Leveraging a grant from The Bob & Renee Parsons Foundation, the Conservancy undertook a 
brand redevelopment program to define the brand purpose and articulate the brand position to 
ensure that we are aligned with the changing mission of the Conservancy. 

After months of interviews and discovery, a new brand positioning statement emerged:

For you, the outdoors advocate, the civic-minded, and the passionate volunteer 
ready to make a difference in a world where open spaces are increasingly 
uncommon, McDowell Sonoran Conservancy is the organization dedicated to 
effecting global preservation efforts through science and research at our local 
preserve. We equip a unique collective of volunteers with tools and structure to 
discover, learn and ultimately teach. Because we believe in empowering awareness 
through knowledge to transform citizens into stewards of their land.

You have contributed greatly to preserve this ecological treasure for future generations to enjoy.

Science
411 plant types

152 bird species 

30 mammal species

36 reptile & amphibian species

350+ invertebrate types

Education
30,000+ visitors helped at trailheads

13,000+ youth served through events and activities

4,000+ adults served through hikes, lectures, events  
and continuing education

Stewardship
82,568 patrol miles to maintain 
225 miles of trails

60,000 hours of service 
Value of $1.65m to the residents 
of Scottsdale

600+ stewards


